
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 

JULY, 1855. 



DEGENERACY OF CHRISTIANS ON PEACE. 

All true reforms are so many touch-stones of the current Christianity, and 
serve to detect and expose its manifold defects. Thus the Cause of Peace is 
constantly throwing light on the war-degeneracy of Christians, on their unchris- 
tian habits of thought and feeling in regard to war. The terrible conflict now 
in progress has elicited some startling proofs of such degeneracy among pro- 
fessed Christians of almost every name through the world, Greek, Papist and 
Protestant. 

Of Greek Christians we have heretofore given some proofs in detail. The 
late Czar Nicholas took every possible means to sanctify this war in the view 
of his subjects, asa Christian enterprise for the glory of God. In pursuance of 
the same policy, the highest dignitaries of the Greek Church have consecrated 
the war by ceremonies the most solemn and imposing as a holy crusade,. 
and have appointed, according to recent reports, one priest for every hundred 
soldiers, to go with them, and stimulate them in the work of slaughter as a 
service highly acceptable to God ; and just before the terrible battles of Inker- 
mann and Balaklava, even bishops, in the sacred and gorgeous robes of their 
office, harrangued the troops to rouse a more ferocious courage, promising in 
the name of the Czar large plunder to all survivors, and in the name of God, a 
sure passport to heaven for any that might fell. 

So have Protestants acted on the same principles in this war. The Primate 
of all England has issued his forms of prayer to be used throughout the British 
dominions for the aid and blessing of heaven in its prosecution by deeds from 
which humanity shrinks back with horror. The Bishop of London sends forth 
a form of prayer for Christian soldiers, the class of Christians who make human 
butchery the great business of their life, to use before going into battle ; a form 
that asks for courage, skill and success in the work of slaughter, of wholesale 
murder, as if butcheries, like those of Alma and Inkermann, were a high and 
sacred service under the special care of the God of Peace ! 

Just see how devoutly these Christians go to their work of blood and ven- 
geance : — " When the Light Division was on the march to the Alma river 
and about an hour before the troops came within long range of the enemy's 



306 Degeneracy of Christians on Peace. 

guns, a request was made by the chaplain of the division, that a short pause 
might be allowed for the purpose of offering up a prayer to God. Sir G. 
Brown having consented, the regiments halted, and a three-sided square was 
formed. The chaplain then united in a solemn but simple prayer ; and from 
the quietness and attention exhibited in the ranks, doubtless this prayer was 
joined in by many who stood silent. The time spent in this service was osly 
eight minutes ; but at its conclusion there were evident tokens of the spirit in 
which such an acknowledgment of God's sovereignty, and reliance upon His 
mercy in a righteous cause, has been regarded by men." Very conscientious in 
the murderous work on which they were entering ! No suspicion of any 
wrong in it I Only a faithful, meritorious discharge of their duty ! 

Observe, also, how Christians, at a distance from the scene, talk about this 
infernal business, as if it were all perfectly compatible with the gospel ! The 
religious papers, not only of England, but of our own country, have published 
not a little about the piety of the legalized murderers in the Crimea. An 
American, who had been there, lately made to an assembly of Christians in 
London a highly congratulatory statement of the active piety found in this 
war, and seems not to have suspected the slightest imcompatibility between the 
two. Nay, he expressly says, "There is no need whatever for a man to lose 
his Christianity because he is on a field of battle. The British army can show 
many instances in which its members — in some cases its prominent members- 
have been enabled in the present siege to keep up a most consistent and active 
Christian life." 

We have no time or space now for further illustrations of this point. These 
alone are amply sufficient to indicate how wide and deep is the degeneracy, not 
merely of the masses through Christendom, but of real, intelligent Christians, 
alike in the church and her ministry. They see nothing necessarily wrong or 
unchristian in war. They seem to look upon their side of it with entire com- 
placency, and talk sanctimoniously about it as a field of Christian duties, a 
nursery of the Christian graces ! From the way they speak of it, one might 
be tempted to regard war as a Christian institution, a usage which the gospel 
"was designed to cherish, a special favorite of the Prince of Peace J 

In view of all this, we wish to put two or three points for the consideration 
■of Christians as a body. In what respects do you reason on the subject of 
peace better than well-informed and candid pagans ? You profess a gospel of 
Peace, and deem its pacific principles one of its most prominent and glorious 
peculiarities ; but can you tell us a single particular in which your principles, or 
your modes of reasoning on this subject, are essentially different from such 
modern heathens as Rammohun Roy, or such ancient pagans as Cicero and 
Seneca ? You may perhaps think this question not very respectful ; but its 
disrespect, if there be any, lies in its truth ; and, if untrue, you can easily prove 
it so, and we should rejoice to see the proof. 

Let us, also, ask, how are your views going to do away war? You must be- 
lieve they will ; but can you tell us how ? You embrace as part of the gospel, 
•or concede as compatible with it, every principle essential to the war-system 
and do not differ materially, if at all, from its avowed and staunchest supporters. 
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Still you honestly deem yourselves friends of peace, and tell us you are promo- 
ting it by the diffusion of these essentially warlike principles. You bid us 
spread the gospel, — these views of the gospel, — and make all men Christians, — 
such Christians as you are, such as the Christian fighters in the Crimea are, — 
and then war, all war, will cease ! We do not question your sincerity in this 
strange sort of logic ; but we entreat you, under a due sense of your high and 
awful responsibilities on the subject, to ask yourselves before the God of Peace, 
the great searcher of hearts, how your present habits of mind, even if spread 
over all the earth, can ever put an end to war, to the very custom which they 
have so long supported under the gospel in every Christian land. 



LETTER FROM MR. COAN. 

Hilo, Hawaii. March 2, 1855. 
Rev. O. C. Beckwith, D. D., Secretary, <SfC. 

My dear, Honored Brother, — On the 5th of September I wrote you at 
some length. Since then I have been gratified with the receipt of your favor 
of August 28th. The receipt of your valuable box of publications has been 
gratefully acknowledged. Most of the contents of the box are already scat- 
tered wide over the waters. Some were sent to brother Green, and to other 
stations on the islands. Another box will be acceptable, if you can spare 
them. I would like as many bound volumes of your Society's publications 
as you can afford, of all kinds. They are just what I want to put into the 
hands of naval gentlemen, and masters and officers of ships. O, that you 
had funds to scatter these healing leaves among all the nations. Every sea- 
men's chaplain, every missionary, every gospel minister, should have them. 
They should be in the Kremlin, in the palace of the Russian Autocrat, in 
the Turkish Divan, in the halls of all princes. What excellent maga- 
zines they would furnish for the Black Sea and Baltic fleets. What healing 
leaves to be scattered over the bloody fields of the Crimea ; and how sooth- 
ing and dove-like, could they but hover over and around the thundering bas- 
tions and smoking ramparts of Sevastopol. One broad-side of them, thrown 
point-blank into the brains and heart of the Czar, would silence all those 
fiery batteries, whose awful roar now shakes the world to its utmost bounds. 
I say nothing of the cerebrum of the northern army. In Kussia there is but 
one head and one heart. And would " the Allied Powers" once truly ally 
themselves with " the Prince of Peace," they might save all their blood and 
treasures to bless the world. 

But, if we cannot make "the rulers of this world," and the great nations 
of the earth, think as we do, still we feel the assurance that our senti- 
ments are right — that they are heaven-born, and will ultimately prevail. 
Peace men may be ridiculed as visionary theorists, and despised as practical 
imbeciles; and yet the time will come when the principles we advocate will 
rule the world with a law as sure and as potent as the forces which bind and 
control the physical universe. But their time has not yet come. It will, how- 
ever, be hastened or retarded by human agency ; and in this view of the 
subject, a solemn responsibility rests on the church of the present age. 

All civilized people profess an abhorence of aggression, or unprovoked 
warfare ; and consequently we find all belligerents comforting themselves 
with the plea, that they are forced to fight, and that they are acting only on 
the defensive. Such was ever the plea of Napoleon, and such the assertion 



